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why the party’s claim or interest in
the proceeding should not be dismissed,
denied, disregarded, or otherwise ad-
versely affected because of the prohib-
ited off-the-record communication.

(2) If a person knowingly makes or
causes to be made a prohibited off-the-
record communication, the Commis-
sion may disqualify and deny the per-
son, temporarily or permanently, the
privilege of practicing or appearing be-
fore it, in accordance with Rule 2102
(Suspension).

(3) Commission employees who are
found to have knowingly violated this
rule may be subject to the disciplinary
actions prescribed by the agency’s ad-
ministrative directives.

(j) Section not exclusive. (1) The Com-
mission may, by rule or order, modify
any provision of this section as it ap-
plies to all or part of a proceeding, to
the extent permitted by law.

(2) The provisions of this section are
not intended to limit the authority of
a decisional employee to decline to en-
gage in permitted off-the-record com-
munications, or where not required by
any law, statute or regulation, to make
a public disclosure of any exempted off-
the-record communication.

[Order 607-A, 65 FR 71254, Nov. 30, 2000, as
amended by Order 623, 66 FR 67482, Dec. 31,
2001; Order 699, 72 FR 45328, Aug. 14, 2007]

§385.2202 Separation of
(Rule 2202).

In any proceeding in which a Com-
mission adjudication is made after
hearing, no officer, employee, or agent
assigned to work upon the investiga-
tion or trial of the proceeding or to as-
sist in the trial thereof, in that or any
factually related proceeding, shall par-
ticipate or advise as to the findings,
conclusion or decision, except as a wit-
ness or counsel in public proceedings.

PART 388—INFORMATION AND
REQUESTS

functions

Sec.

388.101 Scope.

388.102 Notice of proceedings.

388.103 Notice and publication of decisions,
rules, statements of policy, organization
and operations.

388.104 Informal advice from Commission
staff.

§388.102

388.106 Procedures for press, television,
radio, and photographic coverage.

388.106 Requests for Commission records
available in the Public Reference Room
and from the Commission’s web site,
hittp://www.ferc.gov.

388.107 Commission records exempt from
public disclosure.

388.108 Requests for Commission records not
available through the Public Reference
Room (FOIA requests).

388.109 Fees for record requests.

388.110 Procedure for appeal of denial of re-
quests for Commission records not pub-
licly available or not available through
the Public Reference Room, denial of re-
quests for fee waiver or reduction, and
denial of requests for expedited proc-
essing.

388.111 Procedures in event of subpoena.

388.112 Requests for special treatment of
documents submitted to the Commission.

388.113 Accessing critical energy infrastruc-
ture information.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301-305, 551, 552 (as
amended), 5563-557; 42 U.S.C. 7101-7352.

SOURCE: Order 488, 53 FR 1473, Jan. 20, 1988,
unless otherwise noted.

§388.101 Scope.

This part prescribes the rules gov-
erning public notice of proceedings,
publication of decisions, requests for
informal advice from Commission staff,
procedures for press, television, radio
and photographic coverage, requests
for Commission records, requests for
confidential treatment of documents
submitted to the Commission, proce-
dures for responding to subpoenas seek-
ing documents or testimony from Com-
mission employees or former employ-
ees, fees for various requests for docu-
ments, and requests for reduction or
waiver of these fees.

§388.102 Notice of proceedings.

(a) Public sessions of the Commission
for taking evidence or hearing argu-
ment; public conferences and hearings
before a presiding officer; and public
conferences or hearings in substantive
rulemaking proceedings, will not be
held except upon notice.

(b) Notice of applications, com-
plaints, and petitions, is governed by
Rule 2009 (notice) in part 385 of this
chapter. Notice of applications for cer-
tificates of public convenience and ne-
cessity under section 7 of the Natural
Gas Act is governed by §157.9 of this
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§388.103

chapter (notice of application). Notice
of public sessions and proceedings and
of meetings of the Commission is gov-
erned by Rule 2009 (notice) in part 385
of this chapter. Notice of hearings and
of initiation or pendency of rule-
making proceedings is governed by
Rule 1903 (notice in rulemaking pro-
ceedings) in part 385 of this chapter.
Notice of application under Part I of
the Federal Power Act for preliminary
permits and licenses is governed by
§§4.31 and 4.81 of this chapter (accept-
ance or rejection and contents). Notice
of proposed alterations or surrenders of
license under section 6 of the Federal
Power Act may be given by filing and
publication in the FEDERAL REGISTER
as stated in Rule 1903 (notice in rule-
making proceedings) in part 385 of this
chapter, and where deemed desirable by
the Commission, by local newspaper
advertisement. Notice of rates charged
and changes therein is governed by the
filing requirements of subchapters B
and E of this chapter (regulations
under the Federal Power Act and regu-
lations under the Natural Gas Act).
Other notice required by statute, rule,
regulation, or order, or deemed desir-
able, may be given by filing and publi-
cation in the FEDERAL REGISTER as
governed by Rule 1903 in part 385 of this
chapter (notice in rulemaking pro-
ceedings) or by service as governed by
Rule 2010 (service) in part 385 of this
chapter.

§388.103 Notice and publication of de-
cisions, rules, statements of policy,
organization and operations.

Service of intermediate and final de-
cisions upon parties to the proceedings
is governed by Rule 2010 (service) in
part 385 of this chapter. Descriptions of
the Commission’s organization, its
methods of operation, statements of
policy and interpretations, procedural
and substantive rules, and amendments
thereto will be filed with and published
in the FEDERAL REGISTER. Commission
opinions together with accompanying
orders, Commission orders, and inter-
mediate decisions will be released to
the press and made available to the
public promptly. Copies of Commission
opinions, orders in the nature of opin-
ions, rulemakings and selected proce-
dural orders, and intermediate deci-
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sions which have become final are pub-
lished in the Federal Energy Guidelines
and upon payment of applicable
charges, may be obtained from: Com-
merce Clearing House, Inc. 4025 West
Peterson Avenue, Chicago, Illinois
60646. Attention: Order Department.

§388.104 Informal advice from Com-
mission staff.

(a) The Commission staff provides in-
formal advice and assistance to the
general public and to prospective appli-
cants for licenses, certificates, and
other Commission authorizations.
Opinions expressed by the staff do not
represent the official views of the Com-
mission, but are designed to aid the
public and facilitate the accomplish-
ment of the Commission’s functions.
Inquiries may be directed to the chief
of the appropriate office or division.

(b) Any inquiry directed to the Chief
Accountant that requires a written re-
sponse must be accompanied by the fee
prescribed in §381.301 of this chapter.

(c) A request directed to the Office of
the General Counsel for a legal inter-
pretation of any statute or imple-
menting regulation under the jurisdic-
tion of the Commission must be accom-
panied by the fee prescribed in §381.305
of this chapter.

[63 FR 15383, Apr. 29, 1988]

§388.105 Procedures for press, tele-
vision, radio, and photographic cov-
erage.

(a) The Commission issues news re-
leases on major applications, decisions,
opinions, orders, rulemakings, new
publications, major personnel changes,
and other matters of general public in-
terest. Releases are issued by and
available to the media from the Office
of External Affairs. Releases may be
obtained by the public through the
Public Reference Room.

(b) Press, television, radio and photo-
graphic coverage of Commission pro-
ceedings is permitted as follows:

(1) Press tables are located in each
hearing room, and all sessions of hear-
ings are open to the press, subject to
standards of conduct applicable to all
others present;

(2) Television, movie and still cam-
eras, and recording equipment are per-
mitted in hearing rooms prior to the
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